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AIMS AND SCOPE

European Journal of Rheumatology (Eur J Rheumatol) is an international, open access peer reviewed journal committed to 
promoting the highest standards of scientific exchange and education. The journal is published quarterly on March, June, 
September and December.

The aim of the European Journal of Rheumatology is to cover various aspects of rheumatology for its readers, 
encompassing the spectrum of diseases with arthritis, musculoskeletal conditions, autoinflammatory diseases, connective 
tissue disorders, osteoporosis, translational research, the latest therapies and treatment programs. European Journal of 
Rheumatology publishes original articles, invited reviews, case reports, letters to the editor and images in rheumatology. 
The publication language of the journal is English.

The journal’s target audience includes academicians, practitioners, specialists and students from all disciplines of 
rheumatology.

European Journal of Rheumatology adheres to the principles outlined by the guidelines of ICMJE, WAME, EASE and COPE.

European Journal of Rheumatology is currently indexed in PubMed Central, Web of Science-Emerging Sources Citation 
Index, EBSCO and CINAHL.

All published content of the European Journal of Rheumatology is available online at www.eurjrheumatol.org, free of charge.

Statements or opinions expressed in the manuscripts published in the European Journal of Rheumatology reflect the 
views of the author(s) and not the opinions of the editors, the editorial board and the publisher; the editors, the editorial 
board and the publisher disclaim any responsibility or liability for such materials.
 
The journal is printed on an acid-free paper.

Permission requests for reproduction of materials published, reprint requests and requests concerning advertising should 
be addressed to the publisher;
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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

European Journal of Rheumatology (Eur J Rheumatol) is an international, 
open access peer reviewed journal committed to promoting the highest 
standards of scientific exchange and education. The journal is published 
quarterly on March, June, September and December. The journal covers var-
ious aspects of rheumatology for its readers, encompassing the spectrum of 
diseases with arthritis, musculoskeletal conditions, autoinflammatory diseas-
es, connective tissue disorders, osteoporosis, translational research, the latest 
therapies and treatment programs. European Journal of Rheumatology pub-
lishes original articles, invited reviews, case reports, letters to the editor and 
images in rheumatology. The publication language of the journal is English.

The members of reviewer board of the journal are selected from indepen-
dent international authorities and experts. The editorial board requests the 
assistance of the reviewer board while selecting manuscripts for publication.

1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the 
acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND

2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual con-
tent; AND

3. Final approval of the version to be published; AND

4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that 
questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are 
appropriately investigated and resolved.

In addition to being accountable for the parts of the work he or she has 
done, an author should be able to identify which co-authors are respon-
sible for specific other parts of the work. In addition, authors should have 
confidence in the integrity of the contributions of their coauthors.

All those designated as authors should meet all four criteria for authorship, 
and all who meet the four criteria should be identified as authors. Those 
who do not meet all four criteria should be acknowledged in the title page 
of the manuscript.

European Journal of Rheumatology requires corresponding authors to 
submit a signed and scanned version of the authorship contribution form 
(available for download through  HYPERLINK “http://www.eurjrheumatol.
org” www.eurjrheumatol.org) during the initial submission process in order 
to act appropriately to authorship rights and prevent ghost or honorary 
authorship.

Any financial grants or other support received for the study from individu-
als or institutions should be disclosed to the Editorial Board and to disclose 
potential conflicts of interest ICMJE Potential Conflict of Interest Disclosure 
Form (available at  HYPERLINK “http://www.icmje.org” www.icmje.org) 
should be filled in and submitted during the initial submission process. 
Cases of potential conflicts of interest of editors, authors and reviewers are 
resolved by the journal’s Editorial Board within the scope of COPE and IC-
MJE guidelines. 

An “Author Contribution Form” is required with all submissions. A statement 
on absence of conflict of interests are required. (ICMJE Form for Disclosure 
of Potential Conflicts of Interest and Authorship Contributions forms are 
available at www.eurjrheumatol.org). 

The journal’s editorial and publication processes are adherent to the guide-
lines of the international organizations such as ICMJE, WAME, COPE and EASE.

European Journal of Rheumatology requires authors to acknowledge 
and provide information on grants, contracts or other financial support of 
the study provided by any foundations and institutions or firms.

Manuscripts that have been published previously elsewhere or are cur-
rently under consideration in other journals will not be evaluated and 
these type of submissions will be returned to the submitting author. All 
manuscripts are checked for plagiarism, replication, and duplicate publi-

cation. The retraction requests of manuscripts without reasonable expla-
nation will result in “reject” decision if the manuscript is under consider-
ation for publication and close to the final decision.

By submitting a manuscript to European Journal of Rheumatology author 
acknowledge that the editors could make corrections without changing 
the basic meaning of the text of the manuscript.

To be accepted for publication, it is required that manuscripts should be origi-
nal and of high scientific and academic quality, with probability of being cited.

Manuscript Submission
European Journal of Rheumatology only evaluates manuscripts submitted via the 
journal’s self-explanatory submission system available through www.eurjrheu-
matol.org. Manuscripts submitted via any other medium will not be evaluated.

If a manuscript was previously submitted to another publication for eval-
uation, it is advised that the authors provide the previous evaluation re-
ports during submission to facilitate the evaluation process.

Prior to the evaluation process, each submission goes through a technical 
review process where the manuscript’s general format is checked against 
the journal’s general guidelines. Manuscripts that do not comply with the 
journal’s guidelines will be returned to the submitting author with cor-
rection requests and will not undergo peer-review before the requested 
corrections are implemented.

Following the peer-review process, if a revision is requested, authors are re-
quired to return the revised manuscript within 21 days for minor revision 
decisions and 45 days for major revision decisions. If the authors think that 
the allocated time is not sufficient to implement the corrections, a deadline 
extension should be requested from the editorial office before the due date.

Manuscript format should be in accordance with Uniform Requirements 
for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and Editing for 
Biomedical Publication (updated in December 2015 - http://www.icmje.
org/icmje-recommendations.pdf).

The filled authorship contributions form must be submitted along with 
the manuscript. The journal’s rules on authorship contributions are in 
compliance with CSE (http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/i4a/pages/
index.cfm?pageid=3376) and ICMJE (http://www.icmje.org/ethical_1au-
thor.html) recommendations. 

Original Investigations and Reviews should be presented according to 
the following guidelines: randomized study - CONSORT, observational 
study - STROBE, study on diagnostic accuracy - STARD, systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis PRISMA, animal experimental studies - ARRIVE, non-
randomized behavioural and public health intervention studies - TREND.

Manuscript Preparation

Title Page
Each submission should be accompanied by a title page. The document 
should be submitted separately through the submission system and should 
include the title of the manuscript, running head, a full list of all contributing 
authors, full institution information of all contributing authors, an address 
for correspondence, contact information of the corresponding author (in-
cluding the contact phone number, mobile phone number and the e-mail 
address), if the content of the manuscript has been presented before the 
time and place of the presentation and the acknowledgements if there are 
any. Acknowledgement to persons who significantly contributed to the 
study or assisted in preparing article should be done appropriately.

Abstract
The abstract should be limited to 400 words for original articles and review 
articles and should be limited to 250 words for case reports. Abstracts of 
original articles should be structured with the following subheadings: Ob-
jective, Material and Methods, Results and Conclusion. 
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Keywords
All submissions should be accompanied by 3 to 6 keywords concordant 
with NLM MeSH vocabulary terms (available at http://www.nlm.nih.gov/
mesh/MBrowser.html)

Main Document
Main document should include the main text, reference list and the ta-
bles. It should be prepared using Microsoft Word software. Times New Ro-
man font (size 12) should be used throughout the main document with 
1.5 line spacing. The side margins of the main document should be set at 
25 mm from all sides. 

Main text
The main text should be structured depending on the type of the man-
uscript. The main text of original articles should be structured with In-
troduction, Material and Methods, Results and Discussion subheadings 
while the main text of case reports should be structured with Introduc-
tion, Case Presentation and Discussion subheadings. These sections can 
be divided into subsections and subtitles where appropriate. With orig-
inal articles, the limitations of the study should be provided under the 
Discussion section, before the conclusion paragraph. 

The main text of original articles should not exceed 3000 words and 
should be accompanied by necessary number of tables and figures. The 
number of references cited in an original article should be limited to 35. 

With review articles, the main text should not exceed 5000 words and 
should be accompanied by necessary number of tables and figures. The 
number of references cited in an original article should be limited to 50. 

Case reports should not be longer than 1200 words, and the number of 
references should be limited to 10.

Letters to the Editor and Images in Rheumatology should not be longer 
than 500 words. The number of references should be limited to 5 with 
these kind of manuscripts.

The main text of all manuscripts should be blind. Any information that 
may indicate an individual or institution should be excluded. 

Information on informed consent of the patients and ethics committee 
approval should be provided under the Material and Methods section of 
the main text. 

Statistical analysis should be performed in accordance with guidelines 
on reporting statistics in medical journals (Altman DG, Gore SM, Gardner 
MJ, Pocock SJ. Statistical guidelines for contributors to medical journals. Br 
Med J 1983: 7; 1489-93.). Software used for analysis should be describe. For 
parametric tests represent continuous variables as Mean±Standard Devi-
ation, while for nonparametric tests represent data as Median and range 
(Minimum- Maximum) or Median and interquartile range (25th and 75th 
percentiles). Whenever complex analyses are used support the relative risk, 
odds or hazard ratios values by providing confidence intervals and p values.

When a drug, product, hardware, or software mentioned within the main 
text product information, including the name of the product, producer of 
the product, city of the company and the country of the company should 
be provided in parenthesis in the following format: “Discovery St PET/CT 
scanner (General Electric, Milwaukee, WI, USA)”

All references, tables and figures should be referred to within the main 
text. All acronyms and abbreviations should be defined at first use within 
the main text followed by the acronym or abbreviation in parenthesis.

References
References should be numbered in the order they are referred to within 
the main text. Authors are responsible for accuracy of references. 

Reference Formatting 
Standard journal article: Abbreviations of journal titles should be done in ac-
cordance with journal abbreviations used in Index Medicus (for journal ab-
breviations consult List of Journals indexed for MEDLINE published annually 
by NLM at http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/lji.html). In case of six or less 
authors numbers list of all authors is required. If number of authors exceeds 
six, list first 6 authors followed by et al. A list of authors should be followed 
by the full title of the article, journal title, year, volume and page numbers.

Example: Muller C, Buttner HJ, Peterson J, Roskomun H. A randomized 
comparison of clopidogrel and aspirin versus ticlopidine and aspirin after 
placement of coronary artery stents. Circulation 2000; 101: 590-3.

Books: Chapter in a book: Sherry S. Detection of Thrombi. In: Strauss HE, Pitt B, 
James AE, editors. Cardiovascular Medicine. St Louis: Mosby; 1974. p. 273-85.

Personal author(s): Cohn PF. Silent Myocardial Ischemia and Infarction. 3rd 
ed. New York: Marcel Dekker; 1993.

Editor (s), compiler(s) as author: Norman IJ, Redfern SJ, editors. Mental 
Health Care for Elderly People. New York: Churchill Livingstone; 1996.

Conference paper: Bengisson S. Sothemin BG. Enforcement of data pro-
tection, privacy and security in medical informatics. In: Lun KC, Degoulet 
P, Piemme TE, Rienhoff O, editors. MEDINFO 92. Proceedings of the 7th 
World Congress on Medical Informatics; 1992 Sept 6-10; Geneva, Switzer-
land. Amsterdam: North-Holland; 1992. P. 1561-5.

Scientific or technical report: Smith P. Golladay K. Payment for durable 
medical equipment billed during skilled nursing facility stays. Final report. 
Dallas (TX) Dept. of Health and Human Services (US). Office of Evaluation 
and Inspections: 1994 Oct. Report No: HHSIGOE 169200860.

Dissertation: Kaplan SI. Post-hospital home health care: the elderly access 
and utilization (dissertation). St. Louis (MO): Washington Univ. 1995.

Article in electronic format: Morse SS. Factors in the emergence of infectious 
diseases. Emerg Infect Dis (serial online) 1995 Jan-Mar (cited 1996 June 5): 
1(1): (24 screens). Available from: http:/ www.cdc.gov/ncidodlElD/cid.htm.

Tables 
Tables should be included at the end of the main document and should 
not be submitted separately. Each table should be accompanied by a de-
scriptive title. Abbreviations used in tables should be defined below the ta-
bles by footnotes. All tables should be referred to within the main text and 
they should be numbered consecutively in the order they are referred to.

Figures
Figures should be submitted as separate files through the submission 
system and they should not be embedded in the main document. Each 
figure should be accompanied by a descriptive legend. When there are 
subunits, the subunits should not be merged to form a single image but 
should be submitted through the submissions system. Submitted images 
should be clear and large in size with a minimum width of 15 cm. The min-
imum resolution of each submitted image should be 300DPI. Like the rest 
of the manuscript, the figures too should be blind. All information that 
may indicate and individual or institution should be excluded.

The originality of tables and figures should be confirmed in the accom-
panying letter. In case of reproduction of tables and figures from other 
published sources, the appropriate citation should be done and the orig-
inal source either in hardcopy or electronic (*.*pdf) format along with the 
obtained permission for publication from Copyright owner (publisher, 
journal or author(s)) should be submitted to the Editor-in-Chief office.

The rules for title page, references, figures and tables are applicable for all 
types of manuscripts.
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